Fort Miles Museum Opens NAVFAC Exhibit

By James Pierce, President, Fort Miles Museum

Fort Miles Museum located in Cape Henlopen State Park. Lewes. Delaware recently opened a new Cold War exhibit
featuring information about the Navy SOSUS program (NAVFAC Lewes). which was in c¢ffect at Fort Miles from 1962
until 1981.
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The exhibit features three pancls describing the history of SOSUS.
as well as specific information about the Fort Miles installations.
Supporting the panels is a display of the SOSUS cable that ran from
the terminal building out to the ocean. This cable has been opened up
S0 visitors can view its construction and complexity. as well as pick up
and examine a cross section.

HISTORY NAVFAC Lewes had its ongins when NAVFAC Cape
May was established in New Jersey in 1955, However. this facility was
destroved by a storm in 1962 and it was decided to move the remaining
equipment to Fort Miles in Delaware. Battery Herring. the location of
an artillery placement during World War I1. was expanded and became
the terminal building. The Navy also constructed a transmitter building
nearby. which was used to send coded data to other Navy assets.

At its height. 149 personnel consisting of 8 officers. 125 enlisted
personnel and 16 civilians worked at NAVFAC Lewes. On September
16. 1977. Licutenant Commander Margaret (“Peggy™ as known to her
colleagues) Anne Frederick assumed command becoming the first
female commander of a NAVFAC shore facility. The exhibit proudly
displays her photo.

NAVFAC Lewes was closed September 30. 1981, During its 26
vears of service it won numerous awards. including three major Navy
awards two of which were Meritorious Unit Commendations. At the
closing ceremony. Commanding Officer. CDR William Zuberbuhler
pointed out that NAVFAC Lewes had received every possible award
the Navy issues.

WHAT WE ARE Fort Miles Muscum operates to inform and
educate visitors. military history buffs. school children and veterans
about the kev role Fort Miles plaved in both WWII and the Cold War.
Information about the Muscum and its programs can be found at
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